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Nineteen-year-old Nayeli works at a taco shop in her Mexican village and dreams about her father,

who journeyed to the US when she was young.Â Recently, it has dawned on her that he isn't the

only man who has left town. In fact, there are almost no men in the village--they've all gone north.

While watching The Magnificent Seven, Nayeli decides to go north herself and recruit seven

men--her own "Siete MagnÃ­ficos"--to repopulate her hometown and protect it from the bandidos

who plan on taking it over.Â Filled with unforgettable characters and prose as radiant as the

Sinaloan sun, Into the Beautiful North is the story of an irresistible young woman's quest to find

herself on both sides of the fence.
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Into the Beautiful North by Luis Alberto Urrea on audio was a delight, especially with the voice and

passion of Susan Ericksen. Nayeli is a young girl working in a taco shop in Tres Camarones, who

continues to idolize her father that left her and her mother many years ago.Her home is under attack

from bandits and drug dealers, but many residents have been abandoned by other men seeking the

opportunities found in America. While watching The Magnificent Seven with Yul Brynner, Nayeli and

her friends -- Tacho, Yolo, and Vampi -- decide they are going to make a trek to America to bring

back the seven they need to save their town.The audio brings to life the accents, the culture, the

beauty of each scene and the playful sparring between these characters and their new

surroundings. Ericksen's passion for these characters and this story is clear, illuminating the

innocence of Nayeli and her friends and the hardships they face.From the colorful personalities of



Nayeli's gay boss, Tacho, to her vampire/Goth girlfriend Vampi and perky and whiny Yolo to the

matriarch of the village Nayeli's Aunt Irma, Urrea paints a mosaic of Mexico and the struggles of

illegal immigrants and those seeking a better life. Readers will by far enjoy the quirky Atomico a

warrior from the dump outside Tijuana the most as he seeks to defend the four from the ills of the

world.My husband and I were riveted when the audio rolled us to work every morning. Atomico was

my husband's favorite character because he was like a comic book character; "I AM ATOMICO.
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